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For immediate release:  22 November 2007

IMLA elects directors for 2008

IMLA today held its annual general meeting and announced the results of elections for the association’s 2008 directors.  The appointments are:

· Godfrey Blight,  Managing Director, Sales & Marketing, GMAC-RFC Limited, becomes Chairman (currently Director)

· Guy Batchelor,  Sales & Marketing Director, Lehman Brothers Mortgage Capital Business UK becomes Deputy Chairman (currently Chairman)

· Paul Howard, Director, Nationwide Specialist Lending, becomes a Director

· Colin Shave,  Chief Executive Officer, GE Money Home Lending, becomes a Director 

· John Heron, Managing Director, Paragon Mortgages, remains a Director

Godfrey Blight comments: “I’m honoured to have been chosen by the members of IMLA to be their chairman for the coming year.  These are interesting times in the mortgage industry and, now more than at any time, I believe it is important to have a strong voice representing the views of intermediary lenders as a key part of the market place.  There will no doubt be many challenges in the year ahead and I’m pleased to have the opportunity to play an important role in the continued development of our sector.” 

Outgoing chairman Guy Batchelor says:  “I would like to thank the directors of IMLA for their efforts and commitment over the two years I have been chairman.  I must also record my appreciation to Peter Williams for his hard work since he became our first executive director just over a year ago.  IMLA has come a long way during this time, and I’m very pleased to hand over the chairmanship to Godfrey Blight, who has a wealth of experience in the mortgage market.  I look forward to supporting him as deputy chairman for 2008.”

Godfrey Blight, Guy Batchelor, John Heron and Colin Shave also become IMLA nominees to the CML Executive Committee.
- ENDS -

More information can be viewed at the IMLA website www.imla.org.uk. IMLA was formed in 1988 as the Association of Mortgage Lenders and was instrumental in the creation of the CML. It changed its name to IMLA in 1995.  Subsequently IMLA helped bring the Association of Mortgage Intermediaries (AMI) into being and was instrumental in bringing the mortgage advisers qualification CeMAP to fruition. 

For further information please contact:

Peter Williams, Executive Director, IMLA

Tel: 020 8390 5872 or email consultpwilliams@btinternet.com
Brian Thorn, Director, Wriglesworth

Tel: 020 7845 7900

NOTES TO EDITORS

About IMLA 

IMLA, which was first established in 1988, is the specialist trade body representing the interests of lenders who market their products primarily through brokers, rather than direct or through a branch network. The sub prime market makes up around 8% of the UK mortgage market and had a value in excess of £20 billion in 2005. Alongside that market is the self-certification market making up a further 10% and with a value in 2005 of around £30 billion. Both sub-prime and self-certification loans are almost exclusively sold via brokers rather than direct through lenders’ branches. Currently over 60% of mortgages are sold through intermediaries and this market continues to grow.

IMLA provides a unique opportunity for senior industry professionals to meet on a regular basis to discuss key current initiatives and contribute actively through IMLA and other fora such as the Council of Mortgage Lenders.

Biographical Information on Directors

Godfrey Blight is Managing Director, Sales & Marketing, GMAC-RFC Limited, with responsibility for business development across all channels, Marketing and Product Design.  He joined Private Label Mortgage Services Ltd as Head of Sales at launch in 1987, became Sales Director in 1988 and was appointed Managing Director in 1992.  Following the acquisition of Private Label by GMAC-RFC in 1998 and the integration with RFC-MSL in July 2000, Godfrey was appointed Sales Director, and subsequently was promoted to his current role.

Guy Batchelor is Sales & Marketing Director, Lehman Brothers Mortgage Capital Business UK, having joined Lehman Brothers in January 2007.  Previously, Guy worked for nine years at Platform, the intermediary lender of Britannia Building Society, where he was most recently sales and marketing director, with responsibility for e-commerce, sales and product development.  He has held a variety of sales and business development roles in the specialist lending market over the past 15 years.

John Heron is Managing Director, Paragon Mortgages.  He joined the newly formed National Home Loans Corporation in 1986 and was appointed Marketing Director in 1990.  In 1994 John played a pivotal role in re-establishing the Group's mortgage lending operations and became Managing Director of Paragon Mortgages in September 1998.  John started his career in housing finance with the Nationwide Building Society after studying at Warwick University.  

Paul Howard is Director, Nationwide Specialist Lending 

Colin Shave is Chief Executive Officer, GE Money Home Lending.  Colin joined General Electric in 1976 and held a number of finance-based roles, culminating in being appointed the CFO for GE’s Card Services business in Stamford, USA, before becoming the Senior Vice President, GE Card Services and the Chairman and CEO of Monogram Bank.  In 2003, Colin was appointed CEO of First National Home Lending, now GE Money Home Lending, following its acquisition by GE Consumer Finance.

Peter Williams, Executive Director of IMLA, was Deputy Director General of the Council of Mortgage Lenders from 1997 to 2006, and prior to that the CML’s Deputy Secretary and Head of Research and External Affairs.  From 1995 to 2002 he was Board Member of the Housing Corporation.  He has spent many years as a lecturer and academic in a range of different roles in the housing industry.
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Directors
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IMLA membership 2007 

	Accord Mortgages
	Leeds Building Society

	Advantage Homeloans
	Lehman Brothers Mortgage Capital

	Allied Irish Bank (GB)
	Money Partners Limited

	Amber Homeloans Limited
	Mortgage Express Limited

	Bank of Scotland
	Mortgages plc

	Beacon Homeloans Limited
	Norwich & Peterborough Building Society

	Birmingham Midshires
	Paragon Mortgages Limited

	Bristol & West plc
	Platform Home Loans Limited

	Chelsea Building Society
	Preferred Mortgages Limited

	CHL Mortgages
	Rooftop Mortgages Limited

	db mortgages   
	Southern Pacific Mortgages Limited

	Dunfermline Building Society
	Standard Life Bank Limited

	edeus
	The Mortgage Business plc

	Future Mortgages Limited
	The Mortgage Works

	GE Home Lending Limited
	The One Account Ltd

	GMAC-RFC Limited
	The Royal Bank of Scotland plc

	Halifax Intermediaries
	UCB Home Loans

	Heritable Bank
	Wave Lending Limited

	Intelligent Finance
	West Bromwich Building Society

	Kensington Mortgage Company
	


